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Annex 3:  
Initial considerations for setting 
nature-related targets

Targets are referenced in two areas of beta v0.1 of the TNFD framework: 

1. The draft disclosure recommendations include, under the Metrics and Targets pillar, a draft 

recommended disclosure to ‘Describe the targets used by the organisation to manage nature-related 

risks and opportunities and performance against targets’. 

2. Component P2 of the LEAP approach for nature-related risk and opportunity assessment focuses 

on target setting and performance management, to help market participants address the question 

of ‘How will we set targets and define and measure progress?’ 

There is demand from market participants for the TNFD framework to help with transition planning, 

target setting and with achieving corporate targets aligned with broader national and global public 

policy goals. These include the post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, which will set global 

biodiversity targets. The TNFD‘s approach to target setting will need to ensure that its architecture 

for metrics and targets can be used in this broader context, both for internal risk and opportunity 

management, as well as for reporting and disclosure. 

Figure 23: The ‘Architecture for Action’ for Nature
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The TNFD propose that organisations set nature-related targets in line with the Science Based Targets 

Network’s (SBTN)1 interim targets, which adhere to the best available science. This will be updated 

based on the emerging SBTN target-setting methods in development. Freshwater methods are 

currently the most advanced in SBTN’s work programme and are out for internal consultation among 

SBTN partners. 

SBTN’s action framework for interim targets is based on a widely accepted mitigation framework: 

Avoid, Reduce, Regenerate, Restore and Transform. 

 

SBTN’s action framework emphasises the importance of avoiding and managing negative impacts 

first, as a precursor to achieving targets for nature-positive outcomes. 

The TNFD also acknowledges that other forms of science-based target setting may be adopted by 

companies. In such cases, transparency is recommended on the methodology used for target setting.

The approach to targets will be updated in future TNFD framework releases, based on progress with 

the SBTN, or other science-based target-setting methods, lessons learned from pilot testing and the 

global targets agreed in the CBD post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. In subsequent releases, 

the TNFD will also explore targets and transition planning to reflect the climate-nature nexus, 
building on the TCFD framework approach to the Science Based Targets initiative’s (SBTi) climate-

related targets.2
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